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Minutes of the Dodge County 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

April 6, 2016  
 
The regular meeting of the Planning Commission was called to order by Richard 
Wolf at 1:00 PM on Wednesday, April 6, 2016.  Present were Planning Commission 
members Harlan Buck, Richard Wolf, Walter Wyttenbach, Joshua Toquam, Darren 
Durst and Minor Buckingham.  Also present were County Commissioner Dave 
Erickson, Tim Tjosaas, Steve Gray, and Zoning Administrator, Melissa DeVetter. 
 
Motion by Harlan Buck, seconded by Darren Durst, to approve the agenda and the 
March 2, 2016 minutes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Jason Louks – IUP#16-01 
The first public hearing is to consider an application for an Interim Use Permit to 
allow a dwelling on less than 53 acres in the Agricultural District. The parcel is 5.56 
acres located in the SW ¼ of the SW ¼ of Section 22 Ripley Township. Jason Louks 
is the applicant and the property owner.  
 
Jason Louks was present to explain this proposal. This was a foreclosed property 
that he purchased about a year ago. The place was abandoned had been broken 
into and gutted. All of the copper pipes were removed. The place was beyond repair. 
Mr. Louks stated that he had the house removed and now he would like keep it as a 
building site. This lot may be sold as a buildable lot or he could build a house there 
for himself. This has been an existing farmstead for at least 50 plus years. The well 
has been tested and is in excellent shape. The septic has been abandon as per the 
county regulations when it was sold to him.  
 
Melissa DeVetter stated that Mr. Louks has explained the site very well. This has 
been a building site with a dwelling that was in pretty poor shape. This surrounding 
area is pretty sparse as far as dwellings go. There is a feedlot that is over 1400’ 
away owned by Rod Garness so any expansion on the feedlot owner will not be 
restricted. This proposal meets all the criteria for granting an Interim Use Permit for 
dwelling on less than 53 acres.  
 
Jason Louks stated that he attended the Ripley Township meeting and they issued a 
statement to him on his proposal. Mr. Louks read the statement issued by the clerk, 
Patricia Simonette, “The Ripley town board sees no issues involving your plans to 
build a new house or sell the property as a build-able lot.”  
 
Motion by Harlan Buck, seconded by Darren Durst, to close the public hearing.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Richard Wolf inquired if the plan was to build on this now or just in the future.  
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Jason Louks stated that right now he has the property listed for sale. If he could sell 
it, he would. He would like to keep it as an existing building site and has no plans to 
build immediately.  
 
Richard Wolf inquired on a timeline for building. 
 
Melissa DeVetter stated that the Interim Use Permit is a one year permit with ability 
to ask a one year extension. During that time period they need to start construction 
of the house. They will need to turn in a septic and zoning permit and start some 
feature of the house that will hold it as a building site.   
 
Richard Wolf inquired if that would keep that section for Mr. Louks and no one else 
could build there. 
 
Melissa DeVetter stated that is correct, the quarter section will be closed. 
 
Motion by Harlan Buck, seconded by Minor Buckingham, to enter into the minute the 
email from Patricia Simonette, Ripley Township clerk and the Well test records 
pertaining to this proposal.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Motion by Harlan Buck, seconded by Walter Wyttenbach, to recommend approval of 
the Findings of Facts and Recommendations of the agenda report with the following 
conditions:   (The permittee is put on notice that the violation of any of the conditions 
of the IUP may result in termination of the permit.   
 

1. The Ag Covenant shall be recorded prior to issuance of the Zoning Permit. 
 

2. Dodge County Zoning Permit shall be obtained before construction.   
 

3. The sewage treatment system must meet the requirements of Dodge 
County's Subsurface Sewage Treatment Ordinance No. 4.  A Dodge County 
Sewage Treatment System shall be obtained prior to issuance of the Zoning 
Permit. 

 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
SoCore Dodge 1 LLC – CUP#16-02 
The second public hearing is to consider an application for a Conditional Use Permit 
to allow a Solar Energy Farm in the Urban Expansion District. The parcel is 84.5 
acres located in SW ¼, Section 27 Mantorville Township. SoCore Dodge 1, LLC is 
the applicant and Wally & Linda Mienert are the property owners.  
 
Tom Green, Senior Project Developer with SoCore Energy was present to explain 
this proposal. Mr. Green presented a Power Point presentation outlining their 
project. (See file for a copy).   
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Melissa DeVetter stated that this project is more complicated because of the 
location. This one is surrounded by the City of Kasson on three sides and Ag land on 
the other side. The waste water treatment plant and the KM School buildings are 
nearby. This proposal is in the Urban Expansion district and would have the same 
uses that are allowed in the Ag District. The applicant will have to meet all of the 
performance standards for solar farms. The information in their environmental review 
document indicated that hydric soils are on site. They did a photographic review and 
it shows that there is variability in the crop cover and that could mean a wetland 
area. The consultant advised them that they may have to do wetland delineation to 
identify those areas. If a wetland has been found then they will have to comply with 
Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act.   
 
Ms. DeVetter stated that she did meet with Mike Martin from the City of Kasson to 
discuss this proposal since this property is within the city annexation area. Mr. Martin 
indicated to her that there are no immediate plans to extend this area.  
 
The applicant is proposing to install a fence that will be 6’ tall with a foot of barb wire 
around the top. The DNR sent comments that they would prefer to see something 
else. Their concern is that deer could get caught up in the barb wire if they try to 
jump the fence. The suggested to having a fence that goes up and out at a 45 
degree angle.  
 
Ms. DeVetter stated that a couple of letters were submitted from the property 
owners’ along the south property line. These letters are stating that they would like 
to see the panels along the south property line screened. There is a potential for 
residential develop in the future and they feel that it will deter buyers from buying the 
adjacent lots.  
 
Ms. DeVetter stated that Mr. Green did talk about the Northern Natural Gas line that 
runs through this property. Ms. DeVetter outlined the route and easement on the 
map that was provided by the gas company. The gas company has indicated that 
the applicant has been working with them. 
 
Andy Buckwalter, Mantorville Township supervisor stated that the applicant did meet 
with them and they have no objection to this proposal.  
 
Michael Martin, City of Kasson stated that they find this to be an acceptable project 
in this area. The city has land available for development that is to the south, east 
and west of the city.  
 
Motion by Darren Durst, seconded by Joshua Toquam, to close the public hearing.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Melissa DeVetter stated that there was 2 letters sent into us by Sylvia Ruport and 
Dennis Wilson requesting that they be read into the minute. Ms. DeVetter stated that 
there was a concern from them on the configuration of the panels and wished for Mr. 
Green to address it.  



   

4  
P:\PLDATA\Mary's file\PLANNING OFFICE FILE\Meetings\Minutes\2016\4-6-2016.docx 

 
Richard Wolf read the 2 letters into the minutes. 
 
Tom Green stated that Xcel Energy requires that all parts of the project be in their 
Xcel service territory. The southwest corner of the property is within the City of 
Kasson energy district. They would have preferred to move the panels because it is 
closer to the substation, but they are not allowed too.   
 
Motion by Darren Durst, seconded by Walter Wyttenbach, to enter into the minutes 
the two letters that were submitted at the public hearing.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Richard Wolf inquired about tree planting on the south property line. 
 
Tom Green stated that they could plant trees, however when they were reviewing 
the site they didn’t plan for trees because it was an empty farm field. It is expensive 
so perhaps they could do that in a way that it was timed to what their future 
development plans are. Mr. Green stated that he will talk to his engineers to see if 
they could move some of those panels a little bit north to accommodate tree 
planting. They were using the zoning’s requirement for setbacks. They have been in 
the project for many months now and they cannot do any large scale changes.  
 
Minor Buckingham inquired where the 25’ setback was from. 
 
Tom Green stated that it is from the property line. 
 
Minor Buckingham inquired; going from the property line north 25’, is this to the first 
panel? 
 
Tom Green stated no, it’s to the fence. The panels will be within that fence another 
30-40’.  
 
Minor Buckingham inquired then it is basically 50’ before you run into the 1st panel. 
 
Tom Green indicated yes.  
 
Minor Buckingham stated how high do the panels sit. 
 
Tom Green stated that they are not quite 10’, but he believes that they are more like 
8’.  
 
Walter Wyttenbach inquired again why they cannot be in the southwest area.  
 
Tom Green stated throughout the State of Minnesota it is divided into service 
territories. Cooperative have parts of that territory. Xcel has some of that service 
territory. Municipalities also has some of the service territories and in this case that 
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empty area is within the City of Kasson service area. SoCore is not allowed to put 
any part of their project in that area.  
 
Walter Wyttenbach inquired if there was any way to swap the land. 
 
Tom Green stated that could take years and years.  
 
Mike Martin stated that they have been trying for 10 years now with no luck.  
 
Tom Green stated that as far as the buried gas lines none of the panels are on it. 
This design takes into account the 35’ setback on each side for the east to west and 
the 50’ corridor along the west side. 
 
Minor Buckingham questioned which direction the gas line ran. 
 
Tom Green stated that the gas line runs east and west and north at the corner. 
 
Melissa DeVetter indicated on the map the route that the gas line takes. 
 
Tom Green stated that they will be working with the gas company to make sure of 
the location of the gas line. 
 
Richard Wolf inquired if the trees that they are planting are on the inside of the fence 
or on the outside. 
 
Jeff Green stated that they are on the outside of the fence. The idea is to screen the 
fence so that what the people will be looking at is just a row of trees.  
 
Richard Wolf inquired about the fence.  
 
Tom Green stated that they are a little nuisance; however the fence has to be 7’ tall. 
The reason they were proposing the barded wire is for security. They didn’t’ want to 
put up security lights that would bother the neighbors. They have not heard of the 
argument about the deer before. 
 
Minor Buckingham inquired that if they have to put trees along the south side of the 
property, would they have to remove some panels to accommodate them? 
 
Tom Green stated that is why he would have to talk to his engineers about that. 
They are involved with a very detailed contract with Xcel that lays out specific on 
what the size of the project can be and the amount of production. They need to talk 
to the adjacent landowners themselves. They might be allowed to move the tree 
closer to their fence.  
 
Tom Green stated that they are open to the change in the fence. This was one that 
is used around the United States. The fence is part of the Federal Code for 
electricity generating facilities.  
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Darren Durst had a concern about the south end on whether they will be able to put 
trees in. 
 
Melissa DeVetter inquired if Mr. Durst meant immediately or phase it in.  
 
Darren Durst stated phase it in, because it’s not like it’s going to be developed in the 
near future.  
 
Tom Green stated that he felt they will be able to do something and they will commit 
to do some screening there.  
 
Richard Wolf inquired if they should add more language to the condition in regards 
to the wetland and tree screening. 
 
Melissa DeVetter stated that they could, that we just have to come up with the 
language.  
 
Richard Wolf stated that we should add condition #11 wetlands and condition #12 
screening.  
 
Darren Durst stated yes they should. As far as tree planting it could say something 
to the affect that when the City of Kasson is starting to develop it they get together 
about planting trees  
 
Melissa DeVetter stated maybe at final plat. 
 
Mike Martin stated a little bit earlier, like at annexation. That would give the tree a 
chance to grow.  
 
Melissa DeVetter inquired if it was along the whole south property line or just along 
the distance of the panels. 
 
Tom Green stated he took it to be along just the panels section, like the other areas 
that they are screening. Mr. Green inquired if they could put in a timeline so no legal 
action could take place the day after its annexed if no trees are planted. If it’s 
annexed in October they would not be able to plant trees.  
 
Melissa DeVetter stated would 6 months be okay. 
 
Mike Martin stated 6 months from annexation.  
 
Melissa DeVetter stated that the two conditions could read;  
 

#11.  The permittee shall comply with the Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act. 
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#12.  No later than six months after annexation of parcel 13.027.0701 (or 
successor city parcel number) by the City of Kasson, the permittee shall 
establish screening along the southern perimeter of the fence surrounding 
the solar farm. 

 
Motion by Minor Buckingham, seconded by Darren Durst, to recommend approval of 
the Findings of Facts and Recommendations of the agenda report with the following 
conditions along with the addition of condition number 11 and 12:   (The permittee is 
put on notice that the violation of any of the conditions of the CUP may result in 
termination of the permit.   
 

1. Dodge County Zoning Permit shall be obtained before construction.  
 

2. No structures or fill are permitted within the FEMA 100 yr. floodplain.  
3. Operation will comply with all local, state, and federal regulation regarding the 

use and activities performed on site.  
 

4. The use applies only to the approximately 25-30 acre site where the solar 
farm is proposed as identified in Site Geometry Plan dated 2/10/16.    Any 
change involving the enlargement, intensification or expansion of the use or 
similar changes not specifically permitted by the CUP shall require an 
amended CUP to be issued by the County Board.   

 
5. The use shall comply with Section 17.19 (Nuisance Standards).  The 

permittee shall designate an individual present on the site during construction 
activities to receive and address calls regarding nuisance complaints such as 
noise, dust, waste management or other concerns/issues.  Signs with the 
contact information of the designated individual should be posted near the 
site at a highly visible location and the contact information for the individual 
should be provided to the Department.  The permittee shall notify the 
Environmental Services Department of any complaints received and their 
efforts to address the issue.  Nuisance complaints may result in review of the 
CUP by the Planning Commission. 

 
6. The permittee shall obtain the appropriate stormwater permit(s) from MPCA.  

A copy of the permit and Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) 
shall be on file with the CUP in the Environmental Services Office.  The name 
and phone number of the individual responsible for installation, maintenance 
and monitoring of the stormwater practices shall be provided to the 
Department.  

 
7. An annual performance report on the solar farm shall be provided to the 

Environmental Services Department and the City of Kasson by January 31st 
of each calendar year.   

 
8. The solar farm shall meet the Performance Standards of Section 16.46.2 of 

the Dodge County Zoning Ordinance.  
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9.  A Decommissioning Plan including financial assurance which complies with 

Section 16.46.3 of the Dodge County Zoning Ordinance shall be submitted to 
the Environmental Services Department to be on file with the CUP.  Dodge 
County shall be the holder of the required decommissioning performance 
bond or escrow account.    

 
10. The applicant shall provide proof that it has obtained approval to construct 

from Northern Natural Gas prior to issuance of the Zoning Permit.  
 

11. The permittee shall comply with the Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act. 
 

12. No later than six months after annexation of parcel 13.027.0701 (or successor 
city parcel number) by the City of Kasson, the permittee shall establish 
screening along the southern perimeter of the fence surrounding the solar 
farm. 

 
Motion passed unanimously.  

Byron Sportsmen Club & Conservation – CUP#14-06 amended 
The third public hearing is to consider an application to allow an amendment to 
Conditional Use Permit #14-06 of an existing gun club in the Ag district. There are 
five parcels that are included in this amendment that total approximately 114.59 
acres. Three parcels totaling 84.85 acres are located in the SW ¼ of Section 13 and 
two parcels totaling 29.74 acres are located in the SE ¼ of Section 14, Mantorville 
Township. Joseph Hensel is the applicant and Byron Sportsmen & Conservation 
Club is the property owner.  
 
Joseph Hensel was present to explain this proposal. Mr. Hensel stated that the 
Environmental Service staff has prepared the Findings of Facts and 
Recommendations document and feel that it is very comprehensive and very well 
written. They agree with the information that was provided there within. They also 
agreed with the draft amended conditional use permit as proposed. They have been 
in operation for quite a number of years and have not received any complaints since 
he has been on the board. They are open to the public. He will guarantee that they 
will be in full compliance with the county ordinance and the Minnesota Shooting 
Range Protection Act MN Statues 87A. To the best of his knowledge they have 
never had a projectile leave their property and that will continue to be the case.  

Melissa DeVetter stated that in October 2014 there was a public hearing for the Gun 
Club. The club needed to add additional land to the club and was also interested in 
reactivating the trap range on top of the hill. The CUP was granted, however there 
were condition that was put on the CUP that only allow passive use in that area. It 
not only restricted trap shooting it restricted every other use beside passive use on 
that property. There was some concern that other conditions could be misinterpreted 
in the future. So the club has come back and presented conditions that they felt were 
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clearer then what the county had proposed. They are also proposing that condition 
#2 be amended or change so that it does not restrict all uses of the property. They 
would like to be able to use that land for less intensive uses like a 3D archery 
shooting ranges, sporting clays and other types of ranges that would not involve 
lighting or permanent structures. They have submitted their revised 10 year plan. 
They removed the trap range and expanded on other existing uses that already 
occur on the property.  

Ms. DeVetter stated that the office has received quite of few call on this and most 
just wanted a clarification on this proposal. Most did not have any issue with what is 
being proposed. There are a couple of individuals that have submitted letters. They 
do have concerns that we can talk about later in the meeting.  

Andy Buckwalter, Mantorville Township supervisor stated that they did meet with the 
township and there is no objection and they support the amendment to the CUP. 

David Bartel stated that as to this point the Byron Sportsmen Club has been a good 
neighbor; however he has a concern if they are looking to expand some of their uses 
to the property. Particularly if they are looking to add small bore rifle and/or shot gun 
parallel to a public road. He wanted to know how the 750’ or the 250 yard mitigation 
area will be controlled. Who will insure what activities are accruing and what 
direction they are shooting?  

Dennis Foster, landowner adjacent to property stated he had a concern on the 
shooting hour. In the past the CUP had shooting hours ending at sunset. The 
proposed amendment is for moving to 9:00 pm. Is the intention to shoot after dark? 
Will they be adding lighting? What is the point of moving the shooting hours? 
Nuisance clause falling back on the State instead of County, what is the motivation 
for doing that? Is there some activity that is going to be planned that is going to be 
now allowed because we no longer have the Dodge County nuisance requirement or 
is this just clean-up of language? Mr. Foster stated that he has the same concern as 
Mr. Bartel has as far as the hand guns and rifle shooting on the upland.  

Greg Leth stated that there is no place in Dodge County that is better suited for 
these types of activities. The Byron Sportsmen Club has shown over the decade that 
they have demonstrated that they are and will continue to be both environmental 
stewards and good neighbors.  What is changed in the language and what they are 
asked for is that the Byron Sportsmen Club property rights are being preserved 
under 87 A. 

Motion by Harlan Buck, seconded by Minor Buckingham, to close the public hearing.   
Motion passed unanimously. 
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Richard Wolf inquired about changing in hours. 

Melissa DeVetter stated that there is some confusion because they are currently 
operating under the Certificate of Occupancy that was issued by Dodge County that 
allows the shooting until 9:00 at night. Currently it’s the club rules that placed the 
restriction to sunset. So it is not really a change it is a clarification on the original 
CUP. Even though they had the ability to shoot until 9 it was a voluntary restriction to 
close at sunset. It’s a clarification since the issue was noise at that time of night. 
They were saying since they wanted to shoot archery a little longer that they would 
be allowed to. It does say “discharge of fire arms” and we would not consider 
archery as to be a discharge of fire arms.  

Richard Wolf inquired if they are still planning on sunset. 

Joe Hensel stated that they have no proposal to change their range rules. The range 
rules say 9:00 am to sunset however we would like the flexibility to make that 
decision on their own with the limit set by the Certificate of Occupancy. 

Richard Wolf inquired if lights will be put up. 

Joe Hensel indicated no. They have no proposal for any activity to go on beyond 
adequate natural light.  

Richard Wolf inquired what is this 750’ safety zone. 

Melissa DeVetter stated that the 750’ mitigation area is actually mention in Mn 
Statute 87.A to keep range in compliance projectiles cannot leave the property and 
the noise standards have to be incompliance with MPCA standards.  

Richard Wolf inquired in the area of the old trap shooting range; it was mention that 
you are proposing to shot sporting clays there now. Is that correct? 

Joe Hensel stated that they currently have sporting clay shooting now. Most of that 
activity is down on the lower elevation. They are now fully aware that they now have 
to avoid any lead fall within wetlands, water course and rivers. They have to 
reconfigure how they set up the weekly sporting clay event and they would like to 
have the flexibility to use more of their property.  

Richard Wolf inquired if there will be shooting where they wanted to put the trap 
range. 

Joe Hensel stated that they have a 3D archery course in that vicinity. As far as any 
new walking course they have not laid anything out yet. They don’t know the exact 
location for the provision that would be incorporated into that to make sure all of the 
projectiles are trapped on site. They don’t have anything on the drawing boards right 
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now. They just want that flexibility so that when a new activity is proposed and they 
have some club members that are willing to support that activity and fully research it 
and make sure that it is properly laid out in conformance with MN performance 
standards and the Range Rules. Once we meet all those requirements then they just 
want that flexibility to be able to use their property beyond that passive definitions 
that in the original Conditional Use Permit. They would not do anything that would 
put their operation or facility at risk.  

Richard Wolf inquired who over sees the site is it the NRA or County staff. 

Melissa DeVetter stated that the DNR is the one that is responsible at State level for 
overseeing all shooting ranges. They have to comply with the National Rife 
Associations range book.   

Darren Durst requested exhibit #3-F map to be put on the monitor. This map shows 
the picture of the grounds. Mr. Durst concern was in the upland area. In the handout 
it says “the upland area will be used to a greater degree to accommodate more 
shooters and provide for a more challenging course.” So how many shooters will be 
in an upland event?  

Joe Hensel stated that they are talking about Thursday night or Sunday sporting 
clays. Their sporting clay expert is here to answer those questions.  

Darren Durst inquired on how many shooters do you have now vs. how many are 
you looking to put into groups.  

Greg Leth stated that sporting clays are a shot gun sport where you get into groups 
of 3 – 6 people and you participate in a walking course like golf but with a shot gun 
instead. You go to a station where there are two thrower set up and there you set up 
for a shot at different angles and they take turns to shoot.  You walk to 5 stations for 
a total of 50 rounds. They typically host 20 – 40 people weekly. There is a potential 
for more people that would want to participate and now you would not only have 5 
station you now could have 10. You only have so many hour of daylight. You 
orientate the thrower in different direction to be safe and to make sure that the shot 
fall on your land.  

Darren Durst inquired about the upland area.  

Greg Leth stated that the upland area is anything that is not floodplain. This is an 
area that could be expanded for more throwers and it can be oriented in such a way 
that the shot will not land in the floodplain and stays on the property.  
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Melissa DeVetter stated that the club had some trails cut through the upland area 
and you would be walking through these trails and there would be different points set 
up along the trails for 3D archery or sporting clays. 

Motion by Walter Wyttenbach, seconded by Harlan Buck, to enter into the minutes 
the two letters that were submitted at the public hearing.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

Richard Wolf inquired that at the previous meeting there was discussion about a 
parking lot on a hill. Is that going to take place? 

Joe Hensel stated that it was totally eliminated. No parking and no lighting.  

Richard Wolf inquired about the lead management plan. 

Joe Hensel stated that a lead management plan has been prepared and is on file at 
the club house. It has been implemented and it has a long term plan with certain 
maintenance in it and will be done based on need.  

Darren Durst stated that there was a concern from Mr. Bartel about if you give them 
an inch they will take a mile. However everyone here has said that the Byron 
Sportsmen Club has been good neighbors. If the neighbors have a problem and 
think that too many events are going on then maybe they need to go and talk to the 
Sportsmen Club. Maybe say “hey we have a concern here you talked about doing a 
little bit but you now have done this”. That could probably handle the issue. 

Joe Hensel stated that he thought that is an excellent observation on your part. They 
are totally open to the public participating in their events. They could come and visit 
and observe their events.  They do want to continue that good relationship.  

Motion by Darren Durst, seconded by Walter Wyttenbach, to recommend approval of 
the Findings of Facts and Recommendations of the agenda report with the following 
conditions:   (The permittee is put on notice that the violation of any of the conditions 
of the CUP may result in termination of the permit.   
 

1. Operation will comply with all local, state, and federal regulation regarding 
the use and activities performed on site as well as any permits issued there 
under.  Modifications or improvements to existing operating ranges shall 
comply with Minnesota Statutes 87A and the National Rifle Association’s 
Range Sourcebook.   

 
2. The use of BSCC property shall be in compliance with the BSCC Facility 

Long-range Plan, which is attached as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by 
reference.    
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3. The hours of all firearm ranges at the site shall be 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. in 
accordance with the original Certificate of Occupancy issued by Dodge 
County.  Other activities, such as Archery, shall not have limits of operation.  

 
4. All accesses shall be secured when not in use. 
 
5.  The BSCC shall vacate the Stipulation Agreement and the Certificate of 

Occupancy shall be terminated. 
 
6.   The BSCC shall develop and implement a lead management which will 

include a recovery and recycling program that is site specific to the range 
utilizing EPA’s “BMP’s for Lead at Outdoor Shooting Ranges”.  The plan 
should be completed within 180 days of permit issuance and shall be on file 
with a copy of the CUP.  Lead shot shall not be allowed to discharge into the 
Middle Fork of the Zumbro River or floodplain wetlands.   

 
7. When required, Zoning Permit shall be obtained prior to any construction. 
 
8. All waste generated on site shall be property disposed of in accordance with 

the Dodge County Solid Waste Ordinance and MPCA rules.  
 
9. The BSCC shall comply with Minnesota Statutes 87A.05 (Noise Standards).   

 

Motion passed unanimously. 

Other Business 
 
VZ Hogs, LLC - CUP #94-18 (extension)  
Melissa DeVetter stated that Doug VanZuilen has submitted a one year extension 
request for his CUP #94-18.  
 
Motion by Harlan Buck, seconded by Darren Durst, to recommend approval of a one 
year extension.  C.U.P. #94-18 would be extended from August 12, 2016 to August 
12, 2017 with the following conditions: 
 

1. A Dodge County Zoning Permit shall be obtained before construction of each barn 
and any additional accessory structures.    

  
2. The Dodge County animal feedlot registration shall be updated prior to occupation of 

the barn.  
 

3. All recommendations of the Feedlot Advisory Report dated 6/30/14 completed.  
 

4. A copy of the appropriation permit from Minnesota DNR (when required) shall be 
submitted to Department for feedlot file and to include with a copy of the CUP.    

 
Motion passed unanimously.  
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Melissa DeVetter stated that the Zoning Department has taken over the 
administration of overseeing the septic program. In reviewing the septic ordinance, 
there is a similar board called the Environmental Board of Regulation, which serves 
as the Board of Adjustment for the septic program. While the long term goal is to 
combine the two boards, currently it is required that a member of the Planning 
Commission serve on this board under Minnesota Statutes Chapter 394. Ms. 
DeVetter asked if any of the Planning Commission members would like to be 
appointed to this board. 
 
Walter Wyttenbach indicated that he would. 
 
Ms. DeVetter stated that no applications have been received for the May meeting. 
So there will not be a May meeting and the next meeting will be for June. This will be 
a night meeting which will start at 7:00pm.  
 
Ms. DeVetter gave a brief update on new legislation that is being proposed.  
 
Adjourn 
Motion by Darren Durst, seconded by Harlan Buck, to adjourn.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 3:15 P.M.  


